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For current local court COVID-19 information, click HERE. 

 

 See Emergency Local Rule 10.28 & Local Rule 10.24 concerning remote 

appearances.  Local Rule 10.27, "eDelivery/eFiling," requires electronic filing of 

documents by attorneys and represented parties. 

 

 These calendar notes are provided pursuant to Local Rule 80.1.4 for the probate 

calendar set for hearing January 13, 2023, 8:30 AM, in Department 40, Commissioner 

Michael A. Jacques, presiding.  Remote appearances are generally available for this 

calendar, as provided in the Local Rules. 

 

 Pursuant to Local Rule 80.1.4, these calendar notes are not a tentative ruling on the 

merits of any matter before the court.   

 

 Updated notes may be posted at any time and will generally be updated the court 

day prior to the hearing.  Staff may respond to limited questions concerning calendar 

notes; however, court staff may not give legal advice to parties or attorneys.  Messages 

may be left for the Office of Legal Research at (916) 408-6119. 

 

 

 

 

1. S-PR-0002760 Helwig, Edwin A. - In Re the Estate Of 

 

 Appearance is required for continued status hearing, continued petition to remove 

executor, and continued 4th account.   

 Note: this is the appears to be seventeenth status hearing since March 2019. 

 Petition for preliminary distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

https://www.placer.courts.ca.gov/general-information/covid-19-updates


2. S-PR-0007172 Oppenheim Fam Trust; In re the 

 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on trustee supplemental account and 

petition for instructions. 

 

3. S-PR-0007984 Sondrol, Patricia Gale - In Re the Estate of 

 

 It is recommended the petition to determine entitlement to distribution of the 

estate be denied.  Relief under Prob.C. § 11700 et seq. is available only after issuance of 

letters to a general personal representative.  No personal representative of the estate has 

been appointed and no letters have issued. 

 

4. S-PR-0010036 Alexander Villano Spec Needs Trust; In re the 

 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on 1st SNT account. 

 Missing adequate notice of hearing:  notice filed does not refer to amended 

petition.  Amended petition requires fully new notice, C.R.C. 7.53. 

 Trustee describes misappropriation of $5,422.48 in trust funds for her personal 

benefit.  The court made orders concerning this amount October 4, 2022. 

 Current status is needed. 

 

5. S-PR-0010445 In Re the Keenan Fam 1998 Rev Trust 

 

 Appearance is required for hearing concerning subpoenaed documents. 

 

6. S-PR-0010872 In Re the Estate of Norgard, Robert Anthony 

 

 Missing sufficient inventory and appraisal.  I&A filed February 28 omits 1997 Dodge 

Ram van, 1999 Argo trailer, camera equipment, firearms & ammunition, tools & related 

property, and precious metals (see ¶ 20 of the petition).  All of these items are subject to 

inventory and appraisal requirements. 

 Personal representative and attorney fees cannot be calculated without complete 

inventory and appraisal and proper gains / losses on sale schedule which accounts for all 

property disposed of during administration.  

 Request to distribute estate property to lender is contrary to the requirements of 

intestate distribution.  On the allegations of the petition distribution, distribution appears 

to be required to 4 cousins of decedent equally, even though the property may be 

encumbered and have no equity.  Public Administrator does not describe any agreement 

for transfer in lieu of foreclosure or other basis for transfer of the asset to the lender. 

 



7. S-PR-0011049 In Re the Estate of Ford, Susan E. 

 

 Petition for final distribution is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

8. S-PR-0011197 In Re the Estate of Terrell, Brian 

 

 It is recommended the court require a more current waiver of account by Linda 

Terrell, or that administrator file a final account. 

 

9. S-PR-0011355 In Re the Trust of Claudeene Marks 

 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on petition to determine invalidity of 

2017 trust restatement and for other relief. 

 Current status is needed. 

 

10. S-PR-0011598 In Re the Ballard Fam Trust 

 

 Missing sufficient notice of hearing for petition to determine trust property.  Notice 

as filed and served is insufficient under Prob.C. § 851(c)(1) & (3).  30 days' service of notice 

on mandatory form DE-115 is required; see C.R.C. 7.101. 

 Note:  neither Prob.C. § 851 nor 17203 provides for service of any summons for this 

proceeding. 

 

11. S-PR-0011621 In Re the Gari M Sommer Rev Trust 

 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on objections to trustee account and 

petition to surcharge trustee. 

 Trustee's response is needed. 

 

12. S-PR-0011654 In Re the Leonard N Wagner Rev Liv Trust of 2016 

 

 Appearance is required for continued hearing on petition for instructions.   

 Response from GAL for beneficiary Nancy Mullen is needed. 

 To assist the parties and the court to prepare for the hearing, the following calendar 

notes for the November 4 hearing are republished in full: 

 It is recommended the petition be denied in full or dismissed pursuant to Prob.C. § 

17202 as not reasonably necessary for the protection of the interest of the trustee or 

beneficiary.  Trustee offers no legal authority for the request to treat a living trust 

beneficiary as though she had predeceased or, in the alternative, to spend her distributive 

share even if for the benefit of the beneficiary.  Trustee offers no authority supporting the 

request to charge the beneficial share of an allegedly incapacitated beneficiary for the cost 



of attempting to disinherit her through this proceeding.  Trustee offers no allegations or 

authority showing why the trust cannot be distributed, why a "distribution agreement" 

should be required (note that any agreement purporting to require a waiver of claims 

against the trustee is void under Prob.C. § 16004.5), or why this petition is not a breach of 

the trustee's duty of impartiality (see Prob.C. § 16003).   

 Note:  these calendar notes are not a tentative ruling by the court on the merits of 

the petition.  See Local Rule 80.1.4. 

 

13. S-PR-0011674 In Re the Estate of Freeman, Isaac B. 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

14. S-PR-0011702 In Re the Estate of McColley, Clifford Mark 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

15. S-PR-0011717 In Re the Ringwald Liv Trust 

 

 Missing sufficient service of notice of hearing.  30 days' service is required; Prob.C. 

§§ 851 & 17203.  Proof of service filed December 8, 2022, shows only 1 day's service for 

prior hearing; no further notice has been filed. 

 

16. S-PR-0011769 In Re the Estate of Cordray, Thomas Julius III 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

17. S-PR-0011770 In Re the 2016 John Rodman Lamberth Liv Trust 

 

 Missing sufficient notice of hearing for petition to determine trust property.  Notice 

as filed and served is insufficient under Prob.C. § 851(c)(1) & (3).  30 days' service of notice 

on mandatory form DE-115 is required; see C.R.C. 7.101. 

 

18. S-PR-0011771 In Re the Estate of Buchanan, Nancy Ann 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 

19. S-PR-0011772 In Re the Estate of Artegiani, Richard E. 

 

 Petition to administer estate is recommended for approval as prayed. 

 



20. S-PR-0011773 In Re the Estate of Mahoney, John Edward 

 

 Petition to administer estate (M Nelson) 

 Appearance is required for hearing on petition to administer estate. 

 Missing proof of publication of notice of hearing. 

 Clarification is needed:  petitioner alleges decedent was survived by step- or foster 

child(ren) who would have been adopted but for a legal barrier.  ¶ 8 of the petition does 

not identify any person as a step- or foster child of decedent who would have been 

adopted but for a legal barrier. 

 

 Petition to administer estate (P Mahoney) 

 Appearance is required for hearing on petition to administer estate.  

 

21. S-PR-0011775 In Re the Estate of Joiner, Charles J 

 

 Missing declaration re terms of beneficiary trust or authenticated copy of trust, Local 

Rule 80.2.1. 

 

22. S-PR-0011776 In Re the Estate of Joiner, Kathleen H 

 

 Missing declaration re terms of beneficiary trust or authenticated copy of trust, Local 

Rule 80.2.1. 

 

23. S-PR-0011777 In Re the Hope Allario Tormey Testamentary Trust 

 

 Petition to approve final accounts and distribution is recommended for approval as 

prayed. 

  

24. S-PR-0011778 In Re the James R Tormey Jr Rev Trust 

 

 Petition to approve final accounts and distribution is recommended for approval as 

prayed. 

 

25. S-PR-0011779 In Re the Estate of Rogers, David M 

 

 Missing service of notice of hearing to public administrator.  Prob.C. § 8469(b). 

 

26. S-PR-0011780 In Re the Estate of Short, Nettie Eleanora 

 

 Clarification is needed:  petition indicates decedent's middle name is Eleanora; the 

will gives the spelling as Eleanor. 



 Missing service of notice of hearing to Tom Buhring. 

 Missing proof of publication of notice of hearing. 

 Missing copy of will attached to the petition. 

 

27. S-PR-0011782 In Re the Estate of Swanegan, Erlinda 

 

 Missing timely publication of notice of hearing.  Proof of publication shows that the 

final publication is planned for January 13, 2023, which is not "before the hearing" as 

required by Prob.C. § 8120. 

 

28. S-PR-0011783 In Re the Estate of Conley, Phillip Wayne 

 

 Missing notice of hearing and service of notice of hearing to alternate executors and 

contingent remainder beneficiaries. 

 If notice issues are resolved to the satisfaction of the court, the petition should be 

granted in part.  The only relief requested is a ¶ 1b confirmation of survivor's community 

share of the subject property; there is no ¶ 1a request to determine the passing of 

decedent's share to petitioner (compare ¶¶ 1a / 7a & Attachment 7a with ¶¶ 1b / 7b & 

Attachment 7b).  Thus, the petition can be granted only to confirm that survivor's 

undivided 1/2 community interest in the subject account is her property.  Relief as to 

decedent's undivided 1/2 community interest is not requested and so is not available. 

 


